Paving the Way for Educational Media:
Sesame Street’s Learning Legacy
Laci Chandler
Junior Division
Individual Documentary

Process Paper: 500



Process Paper

During my life, | have seen the importance of education and the media. As a
teenager, media and television appealed to me so | chose to explore media and
television for a project. While looking for barriers broken, | found Sesame Street, which |
remember watching when | was younger and being intrigued by the peculiar things Mr.
Noodle and Grover did. After researching more about Sesame Street and it’s impact, |
discovered the positive impact the characters have on children living in poverty.
Children living in poverty face stress, which in large amounts, can prevent neuron
connections from developing to their full potential. Because childhood is one of the most
important and fragile times of learning, children who face massive amounts of stress are
in danger of detrimental setbacks. This helped me realize how Sesame Street gives
foundational learning tools and helps prepare socioeconomically disadvantaged children
for school, thus improving their lives.

To begin my research, | found a website from Sesame Workshop promoting its
mission. Then, | received an email from Sesame Workshop about their impact on
children throughout the world. After reading through these primary sources, | looked for
journal articles on the media's effect on children, and how poverty affects children who
grew up in it. For contextual information, | found articles and a video on President
Johnson’s War on poverty in the 1960s to better understand what efforts were being
made by the government to address poverty. Within Newspapers.com, | found articles

on the 25th, 30th, and 40th year anniversaries of Sesame Street. These showed its



advancement and what it wanted to accomplish. Later, | used Libraries Linking Idaho’s
databases to look for journal articles. With this foundation, | dug deeper into personal
accounts of how Sesame Street affected lives. Here, | found Bobbi Dempsey’s story
about how Sesame Street improved the quality of her life.

As Sesame Street is a television show, a documentary seemed like a good fit for
my project. To create my project, | wrote and revised my script and gathered pictures
and videos. After | recorded my script, | used iMovie to connect the pictures, videos,
audio, background music, and credits. After editing, | published my complete
documentary.

Throughout the world, many who live in poverty do not have equal access to
educational resources. Poverty and socio-economic disparity prevent children from
having equal opportunities to succeed. This barrier for education prevents many from
reaching their full potential, in turn, stunts the human capital of our world. With the
development of Sesame Street, children were provided with a way to learn at home
regardless of their socio-economic situation. Expanding to continually help, Sesame
Workshop has influenced children in over 150 countries and has created many
initiatives to help children and families in the developing world. By targeting early
childhood education, Sesame Street has overcome the barrier of unequal early
childhood educational services by providing a service accessible by all to teach children

around the world, despite socio-economic differences and poverty.
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